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Different types of charts, graphs and diagrams 
 
Single line graph  

 
 
 
 

Multiple line graphs  

Bar chart  

Paired bar chart  
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Stacked bar chart  

Pie chart  

Flow chart  

Bubble chart  
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Organigram 

 
 
 

Table   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diagram 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Introduction Topic Circumstances 

This graph shows ... the results of our products ... over 10 years. 

The diagram outlines ... rates of economic growth ... between 1990 and 1996. 
This table lists ... the top ten companies ... in the industrial world. 

This pie chart represents  the company's turnover ... for this year in our sector. 

This line chart depicts ... the changes in sales ... over the past year. 

This chart breaks down  ... the sales of each salesman ... during the past ten weeks. 
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Useful expressions for describing trends and movements: 
 

Meaning Verb Noun 
Go down          decrease 

fall 
drop 
decline 
plunge ( big change) 
plummet ( big change) 

The same 
 
 
 
  
------------ 

Go up 
 

increase 
rise 
grow 
double 
treble 
rocket ( big change) 

The same 
 
Growth 
Doubling in + noun 
Trebling in + noun 
------------ 

No change 
--------------------------> 
 
 
 
 

level off 
remain the same 
remain stable 
stabilize 

A levelling off at 
----------- 
---------- 
---------- 

Constant change 
 

fluctuate  Fluctuation in + noun 

Position       /\ 

            \/ 

reach a high/ peak of 
reach a low of 
stood at 

A high of 
A low of 
--------- 

 Adjective/ adverb 
 

 

Small change steady(ily) 
slight(ly) 
gradual(lly) 

 

Large change considerable(ly) 
sharp(ly) 
dramatic(ally) 
significant(ly) 
substantial(ly) 

 

examples Time phrases  
There was a substantial increase 
in students in 2006. 
 
The number of students 
increased substantially 
throughout the period from 
2002 to 2006. 

From 2000 to 2005 
From 150 to 200 units 
In 2006 
For 5 years 
Between 2000 and 2005 
During/throughout the period 
from 2000 to 2005 
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Describe the following statistics: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


